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Weekend Away 2008

Waterslea, 31 October – 2 November
Guest speaker: Rob Smith

Welcome!

Welcome to the CBC Weekend Away 2008. I hope and pray that it will be a great time of encouragement for all of us as we soak ourselves in God’s Word as Rob Smith speaks to us on the topic of “The Church”, as well as in our discussion groups.
The Weekend Away gives us a great opportunity to escape the distractions of our world and the busyness of life so that we can spend time in the Word of God, learn from one another and enjoy and develop our relationships with each other. I trust that we will all make the effort to welcome each other in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and seek to know each other better to enrich our time together.

May I encourage you to put into practice the following words of Paul
Colossians 3:15-17  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him

May God bless us all richly this weekend,

Moussa Ghazal.

Programme

Friday

7:00 to 8:00pm
Find Rooms. Settle in. Put young kids to bed.

8:00-9:30pm
Introductory Session

Find 3 or 4 others. 

Read through Ephesians 4:1-17

Discuss what it says about the church
Ask “Where do I fit in?”

Pray

9:30pm 
Supper

Saturday

8:00am 
Breakfast (Lawrence Dining Room)

9:00am 
Talk 1 – Rob Smith

Adults
Fairfax Hall

Children: 


Crèche (<5 yrs) 
Dining room (incl. audio of talks)
Infants (yr K-2) 
Murrogan room (under Fairfax Hall)

Primary (yr 3-5)
Games room (under dining)

Youth group + year 6 
Morinda meeting room

10:30am 
Morning Tea

10: 50am 
Talk 2 – Rob Smith
Discussion Groups 1
12:30pm 
Lunch

2:30pm
CBC Olympics

4:00pm
Afternoon Tea

4.30pm
Optional Soccer Game

6:00pm 
Dinner

7:15pm 
Family Fun Gathering

9:00pm
Supper

9:15pm
Question time
9:15pm
Movie for kids

Sunday

8:00am 
Breakfast (Lawrence Dining Room)

9:00am 
Talk 3 – Rob Smith

10:30am 
Morning Tea

10: 50am 
Talk 4 – Rob Smith
Discussion Groups 2
12:30pm 
Lunch

2:00pm 
Pack up and Leave

TALK 1 - What is The Church?

Understanding Our Identity

1.
The aim of this weekend


a) Learning to think God’s thoughts after him


b) What does God think about the church?


c) What does God think about this church?

2. 
Difficulties in defining ‘church’


a) Church: A slippery word in English

• ‘I’m going to church’

• ‘I’ll be in the church’ 

• ‘Why doesn’t the church do something?’ 

• ‘I’m teaching a course on church history’

• ‘I’m a minister in the Anglican church’

• ‘I’m preaching at evening church this week’ 


b) Different theologies of the church

• The church as a divine institution (traditional Catholicism)

• The church as the actual body of Christ (modern Catholicism)

• The church as God’s historical people (traditional Protestantism)

• The church as Christ’s agents in the world (the new Protestantism)

• The church as a heavenly reality (classic dispensationalism)

• The church as an earthly congregation (classic evangelicalism)


c) Ecclesia: A flexible word in Greek

• Used of the Jews gathered at Mount Sinai (Acts 7:38)

• Used of an unruly Gentile mob (Acts 19:32, 39, 41)

• Used of an assembled group of believers (1 Cor. 11:18, 14:19)

• Used of Christians meeting in a house (Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:9)

• Used of all Christians in a city (1 Cor. 1:2; 1 Thess. 1:1)

• Used of all Christians in a province (1 Cor. 16:19; 1 Thess. 2:14)

• Used of all Christians in a country (Acts 9:31)

• Used of all Christians everywhere (1 Cor. 10:32; 15:9; Eph. 1:22)

• Used of all those whose names are written in heaven (Heb. 12:22f)

3.
Where is the Church?


a) Wherever Christians gather

To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours (1 Cor. 1:2).

Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house (Col. 4:15).
When two or three gather together in my name, there am I in the midst of them (Matt. 18:20; 1 Cor. 5:4).


b) Where Christ is

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:4-6; cf. Col. 3:1-3).

You have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousand upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel (Heb. 12:22-24).

	The church on earth
	The church in heaven

	Jesus is present spiritually
	Jesus is present physically 

	Believers are present physically
	Believers are present spiritually 


4. 
What is the essence of the church?


a) Fellowship and “the communion of the saints”

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. (Phil. 2:1-2) 


b) The word of God and the church of God

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, singing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God (Col. 3:16).

5.
Whose is the church?

a) Why the question of ownership is so important

b) What the biblical images of the church teach us.


Conclusion

· The eschatological family of God in Christ.

TALK 2 - The Mission of the Church

Embracing Our Calling

1.
The prodigal world of the 21st century


a) The emergence of a global civilisation


b) A civilisation built over a religious vacuum

2.
Does the church have a mission?


a) A confusing array of answers


• The church has no mission; it is the fruit of mission


• The church’s mission is to be separate from the world


• The church’s mission is to worship God


• The church’s mission is to influence political structures


• The church’s mission is to actively serve the world


• The church’s mission is to proclaim the gospel


b) The church as the ‘end’ of God’s purposes


• Eph 2:15-22


c) The church’s unconscious witness

• Eph. 3:10-11


d) The church’s conscious task


• A centripetal mission (Matt. 5:14-16; cf. 1 Pet 2:9-10)


• A centrifugal mission (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8)

3. 
The church’s participation in Christ’s mission


a) The concept of “edification”


• “I will build my church.” (Matt. 16:18)


b) Edification and the Word of God

Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. (Acts 20:32).


c) Edification and the ministry of some

But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it … It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Eph. 4:7, 11-13).


d) Edification and the ministry of all

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself in love, as each part does its work (Eph. 4:14-16).

4. 
Building the church when we meet together


a) “One-another” ministry

What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for edification. (1 Cor. 14:26)


b) Edification and the unbeliever

23 So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some who do not understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, 25 and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!” (1 Cor. 14:23-25)


c) What will this mean in practice?

5.
Building the church in the world


a) Living holy lives


b) Sharing the gospel

c) Being prepared

6.
Conclusion

· Building this church today!


TALK 3 - Why Do We Church?

Getting Our Gatherings Right

1.
Reasons people ‘come to church’

•
To have social contact

•
To worship God

•
To meet members of the opposite sex

•
To get an emotional release

•
To receive Bible teaching

•
To gain a sense of belonging

•
To sing spiritual songs

•
To give and receive encouragement

•
Because of habit/tradition

•
In obedience to God

•
Out of guilt

•
To deal with loneliness

•
Out of loyalty to other Christians

2.
The New Testament basis for ‘coming together’


a) God is building us together 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. (Eph. 2:19-22)


b) We are a community

12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. (1 Cor. 12:12-13).


c) We have gifts to give each other 

4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. (Rom. 12:4-8).


d) We have responsibilities towards one another

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. (Rom. 13:8)

Carry each others burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ. (Gal. 6:2)

But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called ‘Today’, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. (Heb. 3:13)

3.
What should we do when we meet?


a) Communicate God’s Word 

Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. (1 Tim. 4:13)  

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. (Col. 3:16)   


b) Pray and Give thanks

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. (Eph. 6:18).   

1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. (1 Tim. 2:1-2).

c) Remember Jesus’ death

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes’ (1 Cor. 11:26). 

d) Spur one another on

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. (Heb. 10:24-25)


e) Freedom and flexibility

4.
Why do you come to church?


• A question of attitude


• What will you do differently from here?

TALK 4 – The Future of the Church

The Challenge Before Us

Introduction


• Being a people pilgrim

1.
The 21st context in the West


a) The emergence of a cultural spirituality


b) The lack of meta-narrative


c) The challenge for the church

2.
What on earth is God doing?


a) Jesus’ walks among the lamp stands


b) Jesus knows the battles of every church


c) Jesus calls his people to faithfulness

3.
Lessons from the Seven Churches


a) The victories of the churches



(i) Ephesus (2:2-3)

2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary … 6 But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  (2:2-3, 6).



(ii) Smyrna (2:9)

I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan (2:9).



(iii) Pergamum (2:13)

I know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where Satan lives.


(iv) Thyatira (2:19)

I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first.


(v) Sardis (3:4)

Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy.


(vi) Philadelphia (3:8)

I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.


(vii) Laodicea



—


b) The failures of the churches



(i) Ephesus (2:4)

4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. 


(ii) Smyrna



—



(iii) Pergamum (2: 14-15)

14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. 15 Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.


(iv) Thyatira (2:20)

Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.


(v) Sardis (3:1c)

I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.


(vi) Philadelphia 



—



(vii) Laodicea 

15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.

c) Jesus’ promises to those who conquer



(i) Ephesus (2:7)

To everyone who conquers, I will give permission to eat from the tree of life that is in the paradise of God.



(ii) Smyrna (2:11)

Whoever conquers will not be harmed by the second death.



(iii) Pergamum (2:17)

To everyone who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give a white stone, and on the white stone is written a new name that no one knows except the one who receives it. 



(iv) Thyatira (2:26-28)

To everyone who conquers and continues to do my works to the end,  I will give authority over the nations; to rule them with an iron rod, as when clay pots are shattered—even as I also received authority from my Father. To the one who conquers I will also give the morning star. 



(v) Sardis (3:5)

If you conquer, you will be clothed like them in white robes, and I will not blot your name out of the book of life; I will confess your name before my Father and before his angels.



(vi) Philadelphia (3:12)

If you conquer, I will make you a pillar in the temple of my God; you will never go out of it. I will write on you the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem that comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. 



(vii) Laodicea (3:21)

To the one who conquers I will give a place with me on my throne, just as I myself conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. 

Conclusion


• Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches

 Discussion Group Questions

Saturday

As a group take the time to read through the ‘one another’ texts in this booklet

1.
What is the cumulative affect of these verses upon you?

2.
What are some of the recurring themes?

3.
Which of our ‘one-another responsibilities’ do you find hardest.

4.
How can you better put these things into practice?


(i) At church


(ii) At Bible Study


(iii) During the rest of the week


Discussion Group Questions

Sunday

1.
What have you learned about the church this weekend that has encouraged you, surprised you or challenged you?

2.
How has your attitude towards our Sunday meeting been helped? What might you do differently as a result?

3.
Look at the way Jesus describes himself to the seven churches below. How do these descriptions serve to strengthen and embolden us? 

(i) To Ephesus: “These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands.” (Rev. 2:1)

(ii) To Smyrna: “These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again.” (Rev. 2:8)

(iii) To Pergamum: “These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword.” (Rev. 2:12)

(iv) To Thyatira: “These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze.” (Rev. 2:18)

(v) To Sardis: “These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.” (Rev. 3:1)

(vi) To Philadelphia: “These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.” (Rev. 3:7)

(vii) To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: “These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation.“ (Rev. 3:14) 

One Another Ministry

in the New Testament

Mark 9:50: Have salt in yourselves and be at peace with each other.
John 13:14: Now that I your Lord and Teacher have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.
John 13:34-35: A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.

Rom. 12:4-5: Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.

Rom. 12:10: Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honour one another above yourselves. 

Rom. 12:16: Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 
Rom. 13:8: Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 

Rom. 14:13: Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way. 

Rom. 15:7: Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

Rom. 15:14: I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another. 

Rom. 16:16: Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send greetings. 

1 Cor. 1:10: I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 

1 Cor. 11:33: So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for each other.

1 Cor. 12:12: The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.

1 Cor. 12:24-26: But God has combined the member of the body and has given greater honour to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it.

1 Cor. 16:20: All the brothers here send you greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss. 

2 Cor. 13:12: Greet one another with a holy kiss. 

Gal. 5:13: You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 

Gal. 5:15: If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.

Gal. 5:15: Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
Gal. 6:2: Carry each others burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.

Eph. 4:2: Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 

Eph. 4:16: From him (Christ) the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Eph. 4:32: Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

Eph. 5:19: Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord. 

Eph. 5:21: Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

Phil. 2:3-4: Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to his own interests but also to the interests of others.

Col. 3:9-10: Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practises and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its creator.

Col. 3:13: Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

Col. 3:16: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

1 Thess. 3:12: May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.

1Thess. 4:18: Therefore encourage one another with these words. [ie.  the apostle’s teaching about Christ’s return].

1 Thess. 4:9: Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other.

1 Thess. 5:11: Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 

Heb. 3:13: But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called ‘Today’, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 

Heb. 10:24-25: And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Jam. 4:11: Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 

Jam. 5:9: Do not grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door.

Jam. 5:16: Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.

1 Pet. 1:22: Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. 

1 Pet. 3:8: Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 

1 Pet. 4:8-10: Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.

1 Pet. 5:5: Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

1 Pet. 5:14:  Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

1 John 1:7: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

1 John 3:11: This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 

1 John 3:23: And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 

1 John 4:7: Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 

1 John 4:11-12: Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

2 John 5: And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that we love one another.


Images of the Church

in the New Testament

The New Testament provides us with a rich tapestry of differing images that inform our understanding of what it means to be God’s church (‘church’ itself being one of these), each of which contributes to our corporate self-understanding.

a) The children/family/household of God

Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’  So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. (Gal. 4:6-7)

Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. Someone told him, ‘Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.’ He replied, ‘My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice.’ (Luke 8:19-21)

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household. (Eph. 2:19)

If I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. (1 Tim. 3:15)

For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? (1 Pet. 4:17)

b) The chosen people of God

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. (Col. 3:12)

Jesus Christ, [who] gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. (Tit. 2:14)

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Pet. 2:9)I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.’ (Rev. 21:2-3)

c) The bride of Christ

I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. (2 Cor. 11:2-3)

 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.’ (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) Then the angel said to me, ‘Write: “Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!”’ And he added, ‘These are the true words of God.’ (Rev. 19:7-9)

I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. (Rev. 21:2)

d) The body of Christ

Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. (Rom. 12:4-5)

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. (1Cor. 12:12-13)

Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. (1Cor. 10:16-17)

And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. (Eph. 1:22-23)

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. (Eph. 4:15-16)

In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church—for we are members of his body. (Eph. 5:28-30)

And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. (Col. 1:18)

He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. (Col. 2:19)

e) The temple of Holy Spirit

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that temple. (1Cor. 3:16-17)

What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” “Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” (2 Cor. 6:16-18) 

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. (Eph. 2:19-22)

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him—you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (1 Pet. 2:4-5)

But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast. (Hebr. 3:6)

f) Branches on the vine

I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:5)

g) The olive tree

If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, do not boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. (Rom. 11:17-18)

h) A field of crops

I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. (1Cor. 3:6-9)

i) God’s flock

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep … I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. (John 10:10, 16)




j) The pillar and foundation of the truth

If I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. (1Tim. 3:15)


Community In and Through 
Jesus Christ
One of the tendencies of many churches, and often small groups, is to seek a unity that is based on something other than Jesus Christ. It may be a unity based on friendship, cultural similarities, personality compatibility, similar life experiences, shared grievances, or simply the experience of belonging to the group. The following extract from Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s, Life Together (written c. 1937), addresses the true and only basis for Christian fellowship. 

*
*
*

Christianity means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ. No Christian community is more or less than this. Whether it be a brief, single encounter or the daily fellowship of years, Christian community is only this. We belong to one another only through and in Jesus Christ.


What does this mean? It means, first, that a Christian needs others because of Jesus Christ. It means, second, that a Christian comes to others only through Jesus Christ. It means, third, that in Jesus Christ we have been chosen from eternity, accepted in time, and united for eternity. 


First, the Christian is the man who no longer seeks his salvation, his deliverance, his justification in himself, but in Jesus Christ alone. He knows that God’s Word in Jesus Christ pronounces him guilty, even when he does not feel his guilt, and God’s Word in Jesus Christ pronounces him not guilty and righteous, even when he does not feel that he is righteous at all. The Christian no longer lives of himself, by his own claims and his own justification, but by God’s claim and God’s justification. He lives wholly by God’s Word pronounced upon him, whether that Word declares him guilty or innocent.


The death and the life of the Christian is not determined by his own resources; rather he finds both only in the Word that comes to him from the outside, in God’s Word to him. The Reformers expressed it this way: Our righteousness is an ‘alien righteousness’ that comes from outside of us. They were saying that the Christian is dependent on the Word of God spoken to him. He is pointed outward, to the Word that comes to him. The Christian lives wholly by the truth of God’s Word in Jesus Christ. If somebody asks him, Where is your salvation, your righteousness? He can never point to himself. He points to the Word of God in Jesus Christ, which assures him of salvation and righteousness. He is as alert as possible to this Word. Because he daily hungers and thirsts for righteousness, he daily desires the redeeming Word. And it has come and comes daily and anew in the Word of Jesus Christ, bringing redemption, righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.


But God has put this Word into human mouths in order that it may be communicated to others. When one person is struck by the Word, he speaks it to others. God has willed that we should seek him and find his living Word in the witness of a brother, in the mouth of a man. Therefore, a Christian needs another Christian who speaks God’s Word to him. He needs him again and again when he becomes uncertain and discouraged, for by himself he cannot help himself without belying the truth. He needs his brother as a bearer and proclaimer of the divine Word of salvation. He needs his brother solely because of Jesus Christ. The Christ in his own heart is weaker than the Christ in the word of his brother; his own heart is uncertain, his brother’s is sure.


And that also clarifies the goal of all Christian community: they meet one another as bringers of the message of salvation. As such, God permits them to meet together and gives them community. Their fellowship is founded solely upon Jesus Christ and this ‘alien righteousness’. All we can say, therefore, is: the community of Christians springs solely from the biblical and Reformation message of the justification of man through grace alone; this alone is the basis of the longing of Christians for one another.


Second, a Christian comes to others only through Jesus Christ. Among humanity there is strife. ‘He is our peace’, say Paul of Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:14). Without Christ there is discord between God and man and between man and man. Christ became the Mediator and made peace with God and among men. Without Christ we should not know God and could not call upon him, nor come to him. But without Christ we would also not know one another, nor could we come to each other. The way is blocked by our own ego. Christ opened up the way to God and to our brother. Now Christians can live with one another in peace; they can love and serve one another; they can become one. But they can continue to do so only by way of Jesus Christ. Only in Jesus Christ are we one, only through him are we bound together. To eternity he remains the Mediator.


Third, when God’s Son took on flesh, he truly and bodily took on, out of pure grace, our being, our nature, ourselves. This was the eternal counsel of the triune God. Now we are in him. Where he is, there we are too, in the incarnation, on the cross, and in his resurrection. We belong to him because we are in him. That is why the Scripture call us the Body of Christ. But if, before we could know and wish it, we have been chosen and accepted with the whole Church in Jesus Christ, then we also belong to him in eternity with one another. We who live here in fellowship with him will one day be with him in eternal fellowship. He who looks upon his brother should know that he will be eternally united with him in Jesus Christ. Christian community means community through and in Jesus Christ. On this presupposition rests everything that the Scriptures provide in the way of directions and precepts for the communal life of Christians …


This fact that we are brethren only through Jesus Christ is of immeasurable significance. Not only the other person who is earnest and devout, who comes to me seeking brotherhood, must I deal with in fellowship. My brother is rather that other person who has been redeemed by Christ, delivered from sin, and called to faith and eternal life. Not what a man is in himself as a Christian, his spirituality and piety, constitutes the basis of our community. What determines our brotherhood is what that man is by reason of Christ. Our community with one another consists solely in what Christ has done to both of us. This is true not merely at the beginning, as though in the course of time something else were to be added to our community; it remains so for all the future and to all eternity. I have community with others and I shall continue to have it only through Jesus Christ. The more genuine and the deeper our community becomes, the more will everything else between us recede, the more clearly and purely will Jesus Christ and his work become the one and only thing that is vital between us. We have one another only through Christ, but through Christ we do have one another, wholly, and for all eternity.


That dismisses once and for all every clamorous desire for something more. One who wants more than what Christ has established does not want Christian fellowship. He is looking for some extraordinary social experience which he has not found elsewhere; he is bringing muddled and impure desires into Christian brotherhood. Just at this point Christian brotherhood is threatened most often at the very start by the greatest danger of all, the danger of being poisoned at the root, the danger of confusing Christian brotherhood with some wishful idea of religious fellowship, of confounding the natural desire of the devout heart for community with the spiritual reality of Christian brotherhood. In Christian brotherhood everything depends upon its being clear right from the beginning, first, that Christian brotherhood is not an ideal, but a divine reality. Second, that Christian brotherhood is a spiritual and not a psychic reality. 

Taken from Dietrich. Bonhoeffer, Life Together, pp. 10-15.
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